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Petition for Exemption of Closed
Caption Requirements

TROPICAL VEGAS TV SERIES

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION OF CLOSED
CAPTIONING REQUIREMENTS

Tropical Vegas TV series, hereby petitions for an exemption of the closed captioning requirements of
section 79.1 of the Commission’s rules.

Background. Section 713 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (“The Act”), Video
Programming Accessibility, was added to the Act by Section 305 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

In enacting Section 713, Congress recognized that, in certain situations, the costs of captioning might
impose an ‘“undue burden” on video programming providers of owners, and it authorized

the Commission to adopt appropriate exemptions. Congress defined “undue burden” to mean “significant
difficulty or expense”. In determining if the closed captioning requirements will impose

an undue burden, the statue requires the Commission to consider the following factors: 1) the nature and
cost of the closed captions for the programming, 2) the impact on the operation of the provider

or owner, 3) the financial resources of the provider of program owner; and 40 the type of operations of the
provider or program owner.

Section 79.1 (d) provides an exemption for locally produced and distributed non-news programming with
no repeat value and local interest. Section 79.1 (d) also provides and exemption for

video programming for which the content of the soundtrack is displayed visually through text.

Tropical Vegas is a Las Vegas based company in the business of producing community based programs.






